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1 . IN A POORLY ATTENDED NIGHT SESSION OF COMMISSION II 
IN WHICH THE FLORENCE AGREEMENT PROTOCOL WAS TAKEN UP, THE 
EC ACCESSION AMENDMENT WAS ATTACKED BY THE USSR AND 
EAST EUROPEAN DELS, WITH SOME AFRICAN DELS ALSO OPPOSING. 
THE USSR ASKED WHY A SPECIAL AMENDMENT IS NEEDED EOR THE 
EC AS OPPOSED TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY OR THE 
OAS. THE IKRANIAN DEL SAID THE EC COMPETENCE PROBLEM 
WAS AN INTERNAL PROBLEM WHICH SHOULD BE HANDLED 
WITHIN THE EC AND NOT IN UNESCO. NIGER AND NIGERIA ALSO 
QUESTIONED THE NEED EOR A SPECIAL EC PARAGRAPH IN THE 
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AND ITS IMPORTANCE, NOTING THAT THE EC IS THE ENTITY 
WITH COMPETENCE ON CUSTOMS MATTERS RELATING TO THE 
MEMBER STATES, AND STRESSING THAT WITHOUT EC ACCESSION 
THE EC MEMBER STATES COULD NOT UNDERTAKE ANY EURTHER 
LIBERALIZATION OE THE ELORENCE AGREEMENT. THE USSR DEL 
ARGUED THAT A VOTE ON THIS QUESTION WOULD VIOLATE THE 
CONEERENCE RUEES OE PROCEDURE. 

2. IN A VOTE ON THE AMENDMENT, THE COUNT WAS 17 EOR (U.S.), 

17 AGAINST, AND 16 ABSTAINING. (IRONICALLY, THE IRISH 

DEL ABSTAINED IN ORDER TO AVOID A SOVIET HARANGUE ON THE 
PROPRIETY OE A NON-SIGNATORY OE THE ELORENCE AGREEMENT 
VOTING ON THIS QUESTION.) A REPEAT VOTE COULD HAVE 
BEEN TAKEN IMMEDIATELY, BUT, IN LIGHT OF THE MOOD OE 
THOSE PRESENT, WAS PUT OFE EOR 48 HOURS (I.E., WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT OR THURSDAY). COMMENT: THE EC AND THE MEMBER 
STATES PLAN TO SPEND THE INTERIM PERIOD EDUCATING DELS 
ON THE PRACTICAL IMPORTANCE OE THE EC'S ACCESSION. 

SOME DOUBT REMAINS, HOWEVER, AS TO THE CHANCES OE 
MUSTERING THE REQUIRED TWO-THIRDS SUPPORT. END COMMENT. 

3. IN THE ONLY OTHER VOTE TAKEN ON THE ELORENCE AGREEMENT 
PROTOCOL AMENDMENTS, THE U.S. AMENDMENT ON THE OTHER 
PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY HANDICAPPED (PART II, PARAGRAPH 3 F) 
WAS APPROVED BY VOTE OF 37 FOR, NONE AGAINST, WITH 12 
ABSTAINING (EC). 

DECON 1 1/23/77. 
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